
• Muddy or soggy patches
• A dry spot that should be wet
• Streams, rivers or canals nearby

Introduce the Word:
Write GALLANT in big letters on your class board or on a large sheet 
of paper.

A Poem For Our Place

How to Set It Up

In this creative literacy challenge, learners write their own acrostic 
poem using the word GALLANT. They’ll link each letter to a word or 
phrase about nature, community, or climate action.

Outcomes
This activity helps learners:
• Connect literacy skills with local climate and nature themes.
• Think creatively about their local area and its green spaces.
• Reflect on what makes a community resilient and caring.
• Share positive ideas for the future.

Explain that each letter will start a line of their poem. Together, talk 
about what GALLANT means, i.e., to be brave, caring and 
community-minded. Discuss how these attributes link to looking 
after our local area.
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Brainstorm Ideas

Write the Poem

Learners can:
• Work alone, in pairs, or in small groups.
• Use a notebook, loose paper, or create a big shared poster.
• Keep lines short and simple — even a word or short phrase works.

Once complete, the learners can be brought back together in a 
large group and read their poems aloud, display them on the wall, 
or in a corridor.

You could even add them to communiMap by uploading photos 
of the poems or recording an audio story. Search for 
communiMap is the app store or visit www.communimap.net

Teacher Tips
• Any level: This works from early years through upper primary.
• Learners could illustrate their poem or decorate the letters.
• Short on time? Make it collaborative & create one giant class 

acrostic together.

Do a quick class brainstorm for each letter. Prompt them to think 
of words or phrases about:

• Local nature (trees, parks, rain, animals)
• Climate and seasons (wet, windy, sunny)
• Taking action (helping, fixing, noticing)
• Community (sharing, people, neighbourhoods)

Example prompts:
• G could stand for Growing Plants
• A might be Animals in the Tall Grass.
• L might be Lilypad on the Pond.
•
Write suggestions around the letters to spark ideas.


