
Water Watchers

Your learners become “Water Watchers” , spotting and recording 
any signs of water around their school, homes, or local area. From 
puddles and drains to rivers, ponds, or damp patches, they’ll map 
it, photograph it, and add it to communiMap.

Outcomes 
This activity encourages learners to:
• Notice how water moves through their environment.
• Think about weather, drainage, climate, and local infrastructure.
• Connect rain and flooding to real places they know.
• Learn about water safety and observation skills.
• Discuss why interactions with water are changing, including 

climate change and urban development.

How to Set It Up

Pick Your “Watch Zones”:
Together, discuss where learners can safely look 
for signs of water in the nearby area. They might 
select the school playground, local parks and 
green spaces, the pavements on their walk to 
school. Decide one option to focus on as a class.

Post It Storm
Give each learner a sticky note or small scrap of paper.
Ask them to write or draw one type of water event they think they 
might see (e.g. puddle, blocked drain, soggy patch) and add their 
notes to a big sheet or whiteboard.

Discuss the ideas as a class, sorts similar ones into groups, and 
talk about any unusual or new ideas. Ideas could include:

• Puddles after rain
• Blocked drains
• Flooded paths

• Muddy or soggy patches
• A dry spot that should be wet
• Streams, rivers or canals nearby



Record & Upload:
Ask each learner (or pair) to spend 5–10 minutes looking at the water 
they see in the local space you have chosen. To track what they find, 
learners could take photos or draw what they see in a workbook.

Get them to describe what they have found:
• Where is it? 
• How deep is it? 
• How long has it been there? 
• How does it make them feel?

Add the sightings to the Water 
Co-Lab layer on the app.

Teacher Tips
Keep it safe: Never encourage learners to enter flood water or deep 
water. They should observe from a safe place.

Adapt the time: This can be a one-day activity, a weekly check-in, or a 
term-long mini project.

Get families involved: Set a “Water Watcher” homework challenge for 
learners to do with adults.

Exit Ticket Reflection:
At the end of the session ask each learner to complete a quick exit 
ticket:
• One thing they found interesting about the water they spotted
• One question they still have about water in their local area
• One thing they’d like to look for or find out next time

Extension Idea:
Challenge learners to make a short presentation or poster about what 
they found. This could answer questions like:
• What’s the wettest spot near school?
• Where does water cause problems and what could we do about it?
• How does the water you found make you feel?


